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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign countr>' or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-7, 12-19, 23-31, 34-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Drury et al (5,452,459) (hereinafter Drury). 

3. As per claim 1 Drury teaches a thread-safe scheduler system comprising: 

a primary scheduler which is executable to schedule requests for networked 
data resources (col. 8 lines 1-19) ('Sometimes, the scheduler 103 finds an appropriate yet 
unavailable interface in the scheduler DB 105. Since multi-process servers 1 14 are single 
threaded, the scheduler cannot assign multiple clients to a single server. Therefore, if no 
appropriate interfaces are available, the scheduler 103 places the client 101 in its queue.'); and 

a secondary scheduler, wherein the secondary scheduler is executable to receive a 
plurality of requests from a multi-threaded application in a thread-safe manner and send the 
requests to the primary scheduler in a thread-safe manner (col. 8 lines 1-19) ('When an 
appropriate interface is found in the namespace 107, the scheduler 103 transfers to the client 101, 
a binding to a muhi-threaded server 113. If no threads are available, the standard RPC queuing 
mechanism activates.') 
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4. As per claim 2 Drury teaches a system, wherein the primary scheduler is single-threaded 
(col. 8 lines 1-19) ('Sometimes, the scheduler 103 finds an appropriate yet unavailable interface 
in the scheduler DB 105. Since multi-process servers 1 14 are single threaded, the scheduler 
cannot assign multiple clients to a single server. Therefore, if no appropriate interfaces are 
available, the scheduler 103 places the client 101 in its queue.') 

5. As per claim 3, Drury teaches a system, wherein the secondary scheduler is multi- 
threaded (col. 8 lines 1-19) ('When an appropriate interface is found in the namespace 107, the 
scheduler 103 transfers to the client 101, a binding to a multi-threaded server 113. If no threads 
are available, the standard RPC queuing mechanism activates.') 

6. As per claim 4, Drury teaches a system wherein the secondary scheduler is executable to 
receive the plurality of requests from the multi -threaded application through a lock in a thread- 
safe manner (col. 3 line 60- col. 4 line 40) ('under this scheme, if a thread must execute non- 
reentrant code then it must first acquire the global lock. Once a thread has acquired a global lock 
it can execute to completion, secure in the knowledge that no other thread will execute 
simultaneously utilizing the resources controlled by the global lock.') 

7. As per claim 5, Drury teaches a system wherein the primary scheduler is executable to 
receive the plurality of requests from the secondary scheduler through a lock in a thread-safe 
manner (col. 3 line 60- col. 4 line 40) ('under this scheme, if a thread must execute non-reentrant 
code then it must first acquire the global lock. Once a thread has acquired a global lock it can 
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execute to completion, secure in the knowledge that no other thread will execute simultaneously 
utilizing the resources controlled by the global lock.') 

8. As per claim 6, Drury teaches a system wherein the resources comprise a management 
information server, wherein the requests comprise management requests, and wherein the multi- 
threaded application comprises a multi-threaded manager application (col. 6 lines 5-50) ('Via 
their pre-established agreement, the transaction manager notifies the scheduler that the 
transaction is over so the server may be released') 

9. As per claim 7, Drury teaches a system further comprising: a management information 
server coupled to the primary scheduler through a management interface, wherein the primary 
scheduler is operable to send the requests to one or more managed objects through the 
management information server (col. 6 lines 5-50) ('Via their pre-established agreement, the 
transaction manager notifies the scheduler that the transaction is over so the server may be 
released') 

10. As per claim 12, Drury teaches a system wherein the primary scheduler comprises a 
primary queue, which is operable to hold pending requests and responses to the requests (col. 8 
lines 33-66) ('When acquiring a binding, the client 101 may notify the scheduler 103 and 
activate transactional context. As a result, the scheduler 103 alters its behavior.') 

11. As per claim 13, Drury teaches a system wherein the secondary scheduler comprises a 
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secondary queue which is operable to hold pending requests (col. 8 lines 33-66) ('When 
acquiring a binding, the client 101 may notify the scheduler 103 and activate transactional 
context. As a result, the scheduler 103 alters its behavior.') 

12, As per claim 14, Drury teaches a system further comprising: 

a communication pipe between the primary scheduler and secondary scheduler, wherein the 
secondary scheduler uses the communication pipe to wake the primary scheduler prior to sending 
one of the requests to the primary scheduler (col. 7 line 39 -col. 8 line 66) ('When an appropriate 
interface is found in the scheduler DB 105, the scheduler 103 transfers to the client 101a binding 
for a multi-process server 1 14. The binding enables the client 101 to locate and access the 
desired server 114.') 

13. As per claim 1 5, Drury teaches a thread-safe method for using a management interface 
for management of a plurality of managed objects on a network, the method comprising: 
receiving a plurality of management requests from a multi-threaded manager application into a 
secondary scheduler in a thread-safe maimer (col. 8 lines 1-66) ('When an appropriate interface is 
found in the namespace 107, the scheduler 103 transfers to the client 101, a binding to a multi- 
threaded server 113. If no threads are available, the standard RPC queuing mechanism 
activates.') 

scheduling the plurality of management requests in a secondary queue in the secondary scheduler 
after receiving the management requests from the manager application (col. 8 lines 1 -66); 
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sending the management requests from the secondary scheduler to a primary scheduler in a 
thread-safe manner (col. 8 lines 1-66); 

scheduling the management requests in a primary queue in the primary scheduler (col. 8 lines 1- 
66, col. 6 lines 5-50) ('Via their pre-established agreement, the transaction manager notifies the 
scheduler that the transaction is over so the server may be released'), 

executing the management requests on the managed objects after scheduling the management 
requests in the primary queue (col. 8 lines 1-66, col. 6 lines 5-50) ('Via their pre-established 
agreement, the transaction manager notifies the scheduler that the transaction is over so the 
server may be released') 

14. As per claim 16 Drury teaches executing the management requests on the managed 
objects further comprises sending the management requests to a management information server 
coupled to the managed objects (coL8 lines 1-66) (col. 6 lines 5-50) ('Via their pre-established 
agreement, the transaction manager notifies the scheduler that the transaction is over so the 
server may be released') 

15. As per claim 17 Drury teaches a method wherein each of the management requests 
comprises a corresponding callback function (col. 7 lines 38-68) ('First, the scheduler 103 calls 
the scheduler database 105 to check if any multi-process server 1 14 offers an appropriate 
interface.') 



16. 



As per claim 1 8 Drury teaches a method further comprising: 
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receiving a response to one of the management requests from one of the managed objects after 
executing that management requests on one of the managed objects (col. 8 lines 1-66) ('When an 
appropriate interface is found in the namespace 107, the scheduler 103 transfers to the client 101, 
a binding to a multi-threaded server 113. If no threads are available, the standard RPC queuing 
mechanism activates.'); and 

executing the corresponding callback ftinction for that management request to send the response 
to the multi-threaded manager application (coL 7 lines 38-68) ('First, the scheduler 103 calls the 
scheduler database 105 to check if any multi-process server 1 14 offers an appropriate interface.') 

17. As per claim 19 Drury teaches a method further comprising: 

enqueueing the response in the primary queue after receiving the response from one of the 

managed objects (col. 6 lines 5-50, col. 8 lines 1-66, col. 7 lines 38-68) ('When an appropriate 

interface is found in the namespace 107, the scheduler 103 transfers to the client 101, a binding 

to a multi-threaded server 113. If no threads are available, the standard RPC queuing mechanism 

activates.' 

finding the callback function corresponding to the response after enqueueing the response (col. 7 
lines 38-68) ('First, the scheduler 103 calls the scheduler database 105 to check if any multi- 
process server 1 14 offers an appropriate interface.'); and 

dequeueing the response from the primary queue before executing the corresponding callback 
function to send the response to the multi-threaded manager application (col. 7 lines 38-68) 
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('First, the scheduler 103 calls the scheduler database 105 to check if any multi-process server 
1 14 offers an appropriate interface.'). 

1 8. As per claim 20, as applicant has already cited in disclosure on page 5 lineslO -22. PMI 
is a single thread program. Drury teaches that a single thread can carry out a plurality of 
functions which are operable to carry out the requests (col. 3 line 60- col. 4 line 40, col. 6 lines 5- 
50 and col. 8 lines 1-19). 

19. As per claim 23 Drury teaches a method wherein the receiving the plurality of 
management requests from the multi-threaded manager application into the secondary scheduler 
in the thread-safe manner comprises receiving the plurality of management requests through a 
thread-safe lock (col. 3 line 60- col. 4 line 40) ('under this scheme, if a thread must execute non- 
reentrant code then it must first acquire the global lock. Once a thread has acquired a global lock 
it can execute to completion, secure in the knowledge that no other thread will execute 
simultaneously utilizing the resources controlled by the global lock.') 

1 9. As per claim 24 Drury teaches a method, wherein sending the management requests to 
the primary scheduler in the thread-safe manner comprises dispatching the management requests 
through a thread-safe lock (col, 3 line 60- col. 4 line 40) ('under this scheme, if a thread must 
execute non-reentrant code then it must first acquire the global lock. Once a thread has acquired 
a global lock it can execute to completion, secure in the knowledge that no other thread will 
execute simultaneously utilizing the resources controlled by the global lock.') 
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20. As per claim 25 Drury teaches a method wherein the primary scheduler is executed in a 
single thread associated with the management interface, and wherein the secondary scheduler is 
executed in at least one different thread (col. 8 lines 1-19) ('Sometimes, the scheduler 103 finds 
an appropriate yet unavailable interface in the scheduler DB 105. Since multi-process servers 

1 14 are single threaded, the scheduler cannot assign multiple clients to a single server. Therefore, 
if no appropriate interfaces are available, the scheduler 103 places the client 101 in its queue.') 
('When an appropriate interface is found in the namespace 107, the scheduler 103 transfers to the 
client 101, a binding to a multi -threaded server 113. If no threads are available, the standard 
RPC queuing mechanism activates.'). 

21. As per claim 26 Drury teaches a method, wherein the secondary scheduler is multi- 
threaded (col. 8 lines 1-19) ('When an appropriate interface is found in the namespace 107, the 
scheduler 103 transfers to the client 101, a binding to a multi-threaded server 1 13. If no threads 
are available, the standard RPC queuing mechanism activates.'). 

22. Claim 27-32 35- 38 are rejected based on the same rejections as claims 1 5- 20 23-26 
respectfully. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

23. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

24. Claims 8-9, 21-22 and 33-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Drury in view of Neufeld (5,974,438). 

25. As per claim 8, Drury does not specifically teach the use of a telephone network. 
Neufeld teaches a system wherein the managed objects comprise one or more objects 
corresponding to a telephone network (col. 1 1 line 53 -col. 12 line 11). (The multi-processor 
computer system is generally indicated by the numeral 100 and comprises processors 102a-d, 
first level caches 104a-d, second level caches 106a-d, third level caches 107a-d, main memory 
108, PCI/memory bridges and cache controllers 1 lOa-d, SCSI adapter 1 12, LAN adapter 114, 
ISA adapter 1 16, user interface 118, video adapter 120, video monitor 122, PCI bus 124, hard 
disk 126, tape drive 128, CD ROM drive 130, local area network 132, floppy disk 134, 
telephone modem 1 36, keyboard 140 and a cursor pointing device'). It would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art to add the teachings of Neufeld to Drury in order to have 
schedulers in different locations, which are able to communicate with each other over a 
telephone network, 

26. As per claim 9, Drury does not specifically teach the use of a telephone network. 
Neufeld teaches a system wherein the managed objects comprise an object to corresponding to a 
telecommunications device (col. 1 1 line 53 -col. 12 line 1 1). (The multi-processor computer 
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system is generally indicated by the numeral 100 and comprises processors 102a-d, first level 
caches 104a-d, second level caches 106a-d, third level caches 107a-d, main memory 108, 
PCI/memory bridges and cache controllers 1 lOa-d, SCSI adapter 112, LAN adapter 1 14, ISA 
adapter 1 16, user interface 118, video adapter 120, video monitor 122, PCI bus 124, hard disk 
126, tape drive 128, CD ROM drive 130, local area network 132, floppy disk 134, telephone 
modem 136, keyboard 140 and a cursor pointing device'). It would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art to add the teachings of Neufeld to Drury in order to have schedulers in different 
locations, which are able to communicate with each other over a telephone network. 

27. As per claim 2 1 , Drury does not specifically teach the use of a telephone network. 
Neufeld teaches a system wherein the managed objects comprise one or more objects 
corresponding to a telephone network (col. 1 1 line 53 -col. 12 line 11). ('The multi-processor 
computer system is generally indicated by the numeral 100 and comprises processors 102a-d, 
first level caches 104a-d, second level caches 106a-d, third level caches 107a-d, main memory 
108, PCI/memory bridges and cache controllers 1 lOa-d, SCSI adapter 1 12, LAN adapter 1 14, 
ISA adapter 1 16, user interface 118, video adapter 120, video monitor 122, PCI bus 124, hard 
disk 126, tape drive 128, CD ROM drive 130, local area network 132, floppy disk 134, telephone 
modem 1 36, keyboard 140 and a cursor pointing device'). It would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art to add the teachings of Neufeld to Drury in order to have schedulers in different 
locations, which are able to communicate with each other over a telephone network. 



28. 



As per claim 22, Drury does not specifically teach the use of a telephone network. 
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Neufeld teaches a system wherein the managed objects comprise an object to corresponding to a 
telecommunications device (col. 1 1 line 53 -col. 12 line 1 1). ('The multi-processor computer 
system is generally indicated by the numeral 100 and comprises processors 102a-d, first level 
caches 104a-d, second level caches 106a-d, third level caches 107a-d, main memory 108, 
PCI/memory bridges and cache controllers 1 lOa-d, SCSI adapter 1 12, LAN adapter 1 14, ISA 
adapter 116, user interface 118, video adapter 120, video monitor 122, PCI bus 124, hard disk 
126, tape drive 128, CD ROM drive 130, local area network 132, floppy disk 134, telephone 
modem 136, keyboard 140 and a cursor pointing device'). It would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art to add the teachings of Neufeld to Drury in order to have schedulers in different 
locations, which are able to communicate with each other over a telephone network. 

29. Claims 33-34 are rejected based on the same rejections as claims 21-22 respectfully. 

30. Claims 10-1 1, 20 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Drury. 

31. As per claim 10, as applicant has already cited in disclosure on page 5 lineslO -22. PMI 
is a single thread program and PMI is as event based API. Drury teaches that a single thread can 
carry out a plurality of functions, which are operable to carry out the requests as an API program, 
(col. 3 line 60- col. 4 line 40, col. 6 lines 5-50 and col. 8 lines 1-19). It would have been obvious 
to one skilled in the art to have PMI as event based API system as disclosed in the specification. 
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32. As per claim 11, Drury teaches wherein the requests comprise callback functions, and 
wherein the callback functions are executable to send responses to the requests to the multi- 
threaded application (col. 7 lines 38-68) (Tirst, the scheduler 103 calls the scheduler database 
105 to check if any multi-process server 1 14 offers an appropriate interface.') 

33. Claim 20 and 32 are rejected based on the same rejections as claim 10. 

34. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nilesh R Shah whose telephone number is 703-305-8105. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8am-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Grant can be reached on 703-308-1 108. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703)305-0040 for regular 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 



WILLIAM GRANT 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



July 14, 2003 




